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FROM A 


Gentleman inED1NBURGH to a Friend at LoN DON, 


With RN LAT ION to the 


tain Fund, for Maintenance and Support of the Begging 


- — CCR 


Poor and Out-penfioners of the City of Edin 


—  _——— 


8 1 R, F _— OY 
N the Days of our early Friendſhip, I have often heard you regret the incredible Loſs ſuſtained by the Publick, where re- 
gular Proviſion was not made for ſupporting and employing the numerous Poor that will always be found in large Societies. 


Ruin of theſe neglected miſerable Objects, but fruitful of many pernicious Evils to the Community, when omitting to in- 
2 by a well- timed Charity, and wholeſome Regulations for preventing Idleneſs, and puniſhing the Inſolence of vagrant and 
turdy Beggars. | | 5 | | gs 6 
5 Ts Reflections went further, you uſed ſometimes to remark, That the wiſer Nations of Antiquity had certainly made pro- 
per Regulations upon this Head, and that of the moſt extenſive and univerſal Kind, for you could no otherways account for hear- 
ing ſo little, in the Greek and Roman Stories, of their populous Cities being peſtered with Common Beggars. But, be in that 
what will, you uſed often to ſay, That a regular Proviſion for the Maintenance and Employment of the Begging Poor, was a 


Subject that merited the Attention of the Legiſlature. Your Obſervation upon the Practice of foreign Countries will enable 


5 to judge what Scheme is moſt likely to obtain that End: Your Attachment to the real Intereſt of the Metropolis of this 
ountry will make you attentive to every Propoſal for regulating its Police; and your Seat, in an honourable Houſe, makes it 
proper to lay before you a genuine Account of the Conduct of the Magiſtrates and Council of Z4imburgh, in order to obtain a 
regular Proviſion for the Maintenance and Employment of the numerous Poor, intitled to Support from the Inhabitants within 
the City and Liberties. I therefore ſend you incloſed a true Copy of the Propoſals, tranſmitted to our Repreſentative in Parlia- 


ment a few Days ago; and perſuade myſelf, if the Scheme appear jult and reaſonable; you will uſe your Intereſt in carrying i! 
through, and removing any Prejudices that may be raiſed againſt it, by fuch as either miſapprehend the Deſign, or don't wi 


well to the Project, I mean, amongſt our own Citizens; for I hardly ſuppoſe, if great Pains had not been taken to raiſe Pre- 
judices at home, which may create or foment a publick Oppoſition, that any Umbrage could be taken (by thoſe who have the 
Honour to repreſent their Country in Parliament) at a Project that ſeems founded upon the moſt equal Principles, of which you 
will be the better able to judge, after hearing the Hiſtory of this Scheme, with a few Remarks upon a Pamphlet, entitled, Alarm 
to the Houſeholders and Heretors of the City of Edinburgh, publiſhed about two Days ago, a Copy of which I have alſo in- 
cloſed. | | | 
T be Council have for ſome Years been turning their Thoughts upon deviſing ſome proper Scheme for maintaining and imploy= 
ing the Poor : That which appeared moſt unexceptionable was an annual Rate to be levied upon the Inhabitants, in Proportion 
to the valued Rent of their Houſes ; every other Project carried with it ſuch an apparent Inequality, that they were ſoon laid 
aſide. The Method hitherto practiſed, by voluntary Collections at the Church-doors, has not only greatly fallen to Decay, ſince 


the Objects of Compaſſion were removed out of Sight, by being lodged, maintained and employed in the large Charity Work- | 


houſe erected here ſome Years ago, but many never contributed any thing that Way. Thoſe who uſed to frequent nonjuri 


Meetings, do now reſort to no Place of publick Worſhip; and ſome others by no Means contributed in Proportion to their 


Circumſtances. Thus the whole Burden fell upon a Part of the Inhabitants, while great Numbers totally exempted themſelves; 
Was it not therefore juſt, in order to come at a proper Scheme, to lay aſide the Collections at the Church-doors, and give the 
Preference to a Method leſs precarious, and obviouſly much more equal ? Can it then be ſuppoſed, that in a Queſtion, whether 
an equal or unequal Scheme ought to be followed, that any Perſon would prefer the laſt, but ſuch as wanted to exempt them- 
ſelves from that Charity which ought not only to be the Choice, but infallibly is the Duty of every well regulated Human, not 
to ſay Chriſtian Society. | | : | 


When the Scheme was tolerably adjuſted it was drawn out in the Form of Propoſals, Copies of which were lodged with the 


Lord Preſident, and Committee of the Lords for regulating the Police of the Town, the Barons of Exchequer, the Dean and 
Faculty of Advocates, the Keeper and Writers to the Signet, and afterwards the whole Lords of Seſſion had written Copies put in 


> * their Hands, by Members of the Council appointed to wait on them, and expreſsly ſignify the Council's Intention to apply to 
Parliament this Seſſion. After mature Deliberation, their Lordſhips, ſatisfied that the Scheme was for the Publick Intereſt, with 


great Unanimity ſignified their Approbation, after ſome uſeful Improvements, ſuggeſted by the Lords, had been made upon it; 


1 this gave riſe to the tranſmitting the Scheme to London along with a Petition, as the Time limited for preſenting private Bills to 


Parliament was within a few Days of expiring. on | | 
This, Sir, is the true Hiſtory of theſe Propoſals ; whence you will eaſily judge, if the Writer of the Alarm had juft Cauſe to 
complain, that the Matter was kept in the Dark. It was communicated. to ſome of the largeſt Societies in Town; ſeveral of th 
Lords had Copies of it, before the laſt Chri/tmas Vacation; this Gentleman owns he was indulged with a Sight of it in Sept 
tember or October laſt ; and is there any Wonder, that he was deſired not to take a Copy of the firſt rough Draught then extant; 


Your Humanity led you to pity the Wants of thoſe truly indigent, and till more to lament the unhappy Fate of Orphans, 
and Infant Beggars, left expoſed to Idleneſs and Vice, Nurſeries of the biggeſt Miſchief, teeming not only with the future 


and long before it was digeſted or turned into its preſent Form? Neither can he deny that he had ſeveral Meetings with the then 


Magiſtrates, who liſtened to every plauſible Objection, and were far from declining any uſeful Hint thrown "out by 


bim or any other Perſon. How he came to imagine that the 1 25 was to be dropt, or the Plan altered, I do not Know, * *. 
83 


never heard of any ſuch Thing till it appeared in the printed Alarm, which, by the Way, I think, I may venture to fay, w: 

not communicated to a ſingle Member of Council; ſo you may judge whether this Work, caiculated to alarm the Inhabitants, 
has not more the Air of a Project to ſurprize them into an Oppoſition, than the Conduct of the Council to conceal what they wers 
doing, when their 9 were lodged in the Hands of ſo many different Perſons, and a Variety of Copies wrote out by the 
Servants in the Town Clerk's Office, who never would have been entruſted to do ſo, had the Magiſtrates intended to keep A Se> 


cret what they wiſhed all the World acquainted with, altho they did not chuſe to print their Propoſals, when lying in Writing I, 


before Societies of the higheſt Reſpect, that might make very uſeful Improvements upon them: Or why does the Alarm Writer 


ſays 


2 


3 [2] 


fay, that the Town Council, or @ Party in it, ſutprized him with a ſudden Application to Parliament? The Propoſals were 
publickly read in Council, and were unanimouſly approved by the whole Body. Where then is the Juſtice of talking of « 
Party? Every Thing done was open and above Board. | 
But ſays the Alarm, A more pernicious Project could not be hatched for this Town and Neighbourhood—That, if it goes 
through, it will ruin the Town altogether. — That there is no real Neceſſity for it. — That, if there was, it could be eſtabliſh- 
* ed in another Way of leſs Expence, and eaſier to be redreſſed; and that it will by no Means anſwer the ſuppoſed Inten- 
5 tion.“ | 
Whether this is intended to convince or alarm, will beſt appear by ſhortly examining the Reaſons. The firſt is, That there 
is no Neceſſity for any ſuch Bill, becauſe ſuch Deficiencies, as hitherto have happened, have been abundantly ſupplied by voluntary 
Contributions. But, alas ! is not this one of the Evils ſought to be remedied ? Is not that Method both precarious and unequal ? 
Did not the Bulk of what aroſe from voluntary Contributions, come out of the Pockets of thoſe who conſtantly uſed to give their 
Collections at the Church Doors? So that the old Defect ſtill remained, viz. That ſuch who were abundantly able, but un- 
Willing, had ſtill the Power totally to exempt themſelves from any Share of a Burden that ought to fall equally upon the Inhabi- 
ants of the Community, in Proportion to their Circumſtances. 
2d, It is ſaid there is no Neceflity for any ſuch Bil or Aid from Parliament, becauſe, by Act 12th, 1686, the Lords of 
Seſſion, with Conſent of the Magiſtrates, have Power to impoſe the Tax propoſed, and that they exerciſed that Power by an 
Act of Sederunt in the 1687, as alſo in the Year 1731—But by caſting your Eve upon that Act of Parliament, you will eafily 
ad, that both the Rubrick and Statutory Part concern the Cleanſing of the Streets, and any Mention that is made of Beggars 
It the Preamble, and Recommendation at the Cloſe of the Statute, ſeems rather to concern thoſe who repaired to the City of 
Edinburgh from dittant Places, than ſuch Poor as were truly entitle to the City's Publick Charity. The Act of Sederunt did 
indeed. impower the Magiſtrates to impoſe a Stent for three Years, for cleanſing the Town, and freeing the ſame of Beggars, 
which plainly imports the baniſhing of thoſe who had no Title to the Publick harity, eſpecially as the Act provides, that the 
Magiſtrates ſhall be holden to perform whatever Regulations the Lords ſhall make for cleanſing of the ſaid Tow of Edinburgh, 
Sc. without craving any further Impoſition or Expences than what is hereby granted.” You may eaſily judge then, it the 
Lords conſidered this as a ſtanding Act, autheriſing a Tax for the Support of the Ordinary Poor. What paſt in the Year 1731 
was by no Means upon the Plan of this ancient Act of Parliament, but a voluntary Agreement of the College of Juſtice, to 
ſubject themſelves for three Years to the Payment of a ſmell Duty, in Proportion to the Rent of their Houſes, from which 
other ways they were exempted by Law. Whence it is eaſy to perceive, that the above Act of Parliament, and what proceeted 
upon it, can by no Means, render the preſent Application unneceſſary. And yet the Alarm would have it, that the pretent 
Magiſtrates have no Reaſon to go to Parliament with their Propoſals, © unleſs it be either to make a Fob for ſame bod;, on Prereitce 
« of ſolliciting for the Act ſought, or out of Hopes to get che Pariiament to do what they cannot expect, to ſatisfy tue Lords 
& of Seffion, on fair Repreſentation and Hearing, is either juſt or neceſlary ;** and concludes with an Inſinuation that the Pru- 
jectors, as he call them, probably pay themjelves for their Trouble, as well as indemnify themſelves of the Expence out of the 
Community's Money. Upon this I do not chuſe to trouble you with my Obſervations; the good Humour of the Inſinuation 
is abundantly apparent; but I believe it would puzzle the Writer himſelf to explain what is meant by theſe Words, mating a 
Fob for ſome body. The City Member is entruſted with laying the Petition before the Parliament, and uſing his intereſt for 
procuring an Act for the ſalutary Purpoſes propoſed, and neither he, nor any other uſing their good Offices, can expect any Re- 
ward but what reſults from the Conſciouſneſs of having acted from a diſintereſted Regard to the Publick Good. The Thing it- 
ſelf ſeems incompatible with being made a Job of, and thoſe concerned for its Succeis unſuſceptible of ſuch mean Views, as 1 
hope every candid Inh4bitant will be of entertaining ſuch groundleſs Suſpicion 3 and fure none, who ever had the Honour to be 
Members of Council, can ſuppoſe it poſſible for the Authors of this Scheme to turn it any way to their private intereſt : And 
for ſaving Expence by procuring an Act of Parliament, explaining or extending the Power of the Lords of Seffion, and then 
debating before them concerning the Application of that Power, ſeems too chimerical a ſaving Scheme to merit Examination. 
The third Argument againſt the Bill is drawn from the Houſes in Town already being ſubjected to the Land-Tax, the An- 
nuity for the Miniſters Stipends, and an annual Rate for Window-Lights ; which, ſays he, makes about 19 per Cent. of the 
Rent of his Houſe ; and then he conjectures his Share of the Poor's Rate would make 10 or 12 per Cent, more; whence he 
concludes, that many of the Inhabitants would leave the Town, to ſave 30 per Cent. of the Rent, „ unlefs the Landlords with- 
e in the Town abated ſo much of their Rente, merely on the Article of Intereft.” But alas. is not this, to carelek Readers, 
loading the preſent Scheme, as it were, with the whole of this 30 per Cent. as it is called? Could the Retiring to the Suburbs 
ſave any of the Inhabitants a Fraction more than their Proportion of the Poor's Rate? For ſure that is the only additional Burden 
to be brought upon them, in lieu of which they get free of the weekly Collections, which, to the Generality of thoſe attending 
the Church, and endowed with any Compaſſion for the Poor, could not fail to come higher for themſeives and Families, than 
their Proportion of the Sum now applied for, ſuppoſe it was to be levied to the full Extent; not to mention the Chances of its be- 
ing gradually diminiſhed by the Profits ariſing from the Labours and Induſtry of the Poor in the Charity Work-houſe, which, in 
Time, may become conſiderable. Or can it be imagined, that Men of Buſineſs would leave the Town tor a mere I rifle ? or 
that, in a Pet, the late Frequenters of Nonjuring Meetings would, in a Body, make their Retreat, becauſe put on the ſame Foot- 
ing with the reſt of the Inhabitants? You, Sir, know the Situation of Edinburgh, and therefore can never be led to imagine, 
that a Perſon of the leaſt Trade or Induſtry would live in the Suburbs, from whence the Acceſs is every-where ſo difficult to the 
Scene of Buſineſs, purely to avoid the annual Payment of about Twenty or Twenty-four Shillings, for their Poſſeſſion of a Houſe at 
the Rent of 20 J. per annum, and ſo in Proportion for a higher or lower Rent; for this is the Quota that at preſent would fall to 
the Share of a Houſe at 20 l. Rent. And could ſuch Trifles be ſuppoſed to influence the Inhabitants to leave the Town, would 
not many, ere this Time, have reſorted to the Suburbs, where Houſes, equally commodious, are lett for near one half of the 
Rent they pay in Town ? | | 
Theſe, Sir, and theſe only, are the Arguments againſt the Neceſſity or Uſefulneſs of the Bill in general; and *tis frankly ſub- 
mitted to the Judgment of every Man of Candour, whether they be ſufficient for refuſing to commit the Bill, or if they, by 
any means, ſupport the Idea of impending Ruin to the City of Edinburgh, in eaſe what ſtill appears to me an uſeful and ſalutary 
Meaſure ſhould be followed? But whatever Alarm high ſounding Words may give to a Landlord or Tenant unskilled in theſe 
Matters, I am ſure they can make no Impreſſion on thoſe who are diveſted of Prejudices, and endowed with Abilities to weigh 
the Arguments, as well as Candour to paſs an impartial Judgment. | | | | 
But this leads to the Examination of the Objections contained in the Alarm to the Bill itſelf, ſuppoſing it to merit the Conſide- 
ration of a Committee; or that the Authority of the Legiſlature was neceſlary for eſtabliſhing a certain and equal Fund for the 


Relief of the Poor. And in this view it is objected, 
I, That no ſuch. Rate. dr Tax opghe to be impoſed on, or levied from, the Inhabitants or Houſholders within the Royalty, _ 
unleſs the Suburbs be alſo comprehended or included under the Act, ſeeing, Without this, they would have no proper Equivalent 
for the Tax; for as often as Amuſement or Buſineſs led them to the Suburbs, they would be attacked with Shoals of Beggars. 2 
This, Sir, has a ſpecious Appearance, but no more; moſt of the Poor in the neighbouring Pariſhes reſide in and about the Sub- 
rbs. The Houſes there are generally of little Value and low-rented. The Quota to be raiſed from them, in Proportion to 
at will fall to the Share of the Inhabitants within the Royalty, ſuppoſing the Act to paſs on the preſent Plan, would come to a 
mere Trifle, noway ſufficient to maintain perhaps a fifth or ſixth Part of the Poor reſiding in the Suburbs. To make the Houſes in 
the Suburbs pay a larger Proportion than they can bear, would be a real Hardſhip; and to compel the City to take in their Poor, in 
Conſideration of a Sum noway ſufficient for their Maintenance, would be no leſs a Grievance, and bringing a Burden upon the 
Town, that the propoſed Tax could by no means ſupport. On the other hand, the fair and equal Method, would be to ſubject 
the whole of the four neighbouring Pariſhes, in the Manner ſuggeſted by the Propoſals from the Council; then, indeed, every 
Pariſh, agreeably to Law, would bear the Burden of their own Poor, and the Scheme rendered compleat. The Suburbs and 
Neighbourhood of the City would be kept as quiet and eaſy, and quickly feel the Advantages enjoyed by the Inhabitants within the 
Royalty, who, for ſome time, have been freed from the Clamour and Nuiſance of the Begging Poor : But to follow the Plan of 
the Objector, would be bringing an intolerable Burden upon the City and Suburbs, to the almoſt total Relief of the neighbouring 
Pariſhes, without any juſt Equivalent. But if the preſent Plan is followed, there can be no doubt, but a little Time will make the 
neighbouring Pariſhes diſcover their true Intereſt, and incline them to apply for having the whole of their Poor 8 the 
4 1 | 4 5 „ a harity 


* * 


ments of ſome, I perſuade myſelf, that your uſing your Intereſt for the Eſtabliſhment of ſo juſt and equal a Scheme, will not only | 


3 


Charity Work-houſe, upon juſt and equal Terms, for the adjuſting and accompliſbing of which there are ſpecial Proviſions cou- 


tained in the Propoſals made by the Council. 

24%, It is objected, That in place of giving Authority for levying a Sum not exceeding 1800 J. a year, to be aſcertained by the 
Method mentioned in the Propoſals, it would be better to lay on, and levy an annual Rate, not exceeding fo much per Cent, which 
the Alarm gives out to be more conſonant to the Practice of the Legiſlature in ſuch Cafes. 

As to which, Sir, you are a much better Judge than Jam; but ſo far as I have had occaſion to look into the Poer's Rates in 
England, the Churchwardens and Overſeers have an unlimited Power both to fix the annual Rate and Method of levying it. It was 
objected, That fo exceſſive a Power might ſometimes be miſapplied; to obviate which, upon an exact Calculation, no more was 
ſought by the Council of this City, but what appeared abſolutely neceflary. But as Time, and the Induſtry of the Poor uſefully 
employed, might greatly leſſen the annual Expence, it was propoſed, that a Committee of thoſe beſt able to judge, ſh:uld yearly 
make up the Eſtimate, ſubject to the Controul of another Committee, whoſe Rank and Station put them beyond the Suſpicion of 
having any partial Views; and this was thought the more likely Method to prevent all Murmurings, and, if eſtabliſhed by the 
Legiſlature, can't fail giving abſolute Security, that every thing will be conducted with the utmoſt Accuracy and Candour ; and 
yet the Alarm treats it, as if a Sum not exceeding 1800 J. might, for ought that appears, or is ſet forth in the Bill, be deemed 
equal to the full Rent of all the Houſes in Edinburgh; that if Power for levying it was granted, it would be ſtatuting, contrary 
eto all Reaſon, that thoſe whom certain Perſons ſhould deem to be Poor, and take into a certain Houſe, ſhouid be provided com- 
6 petently, at their Diſcretion, out of his Income, even tho* the making up this Competency to them {ſhould not leave as much 
« to himſelf as the loweſt of them gets, or ſhould even deprive him of his all.“ 

Sure a ſerious Anſwer to ſuch Arguments would be greatly miſapplied. How can a Trifle, little, if at all, above the Twentieth 
Part of one Year's Rent of a Man's Houſe, be deemed equal to his All, unleſs a Perſon could be ſuppoſed wild enough to take a 
Houſe at twenty times the yearly Rent of his whole Eſtate ? But, ſays the Alarm, ſuppoſe 8 per Cent. ſhould anſwer the preſent 
Demand, it muſt take 16 per Cent. of the Rents payable, if Half the Houſes in Town ſhould become waſte ? No doubt; but 
why ſuppoſe half the Town laid waſte ? Does not this Method of arguing ſhow, that no Scheme can be more equitable than a 
diſcretionary Power lodged with the Repreſentatives of all the Societies in Town, when that Power is limited by the Legiſlature 
not to exceed a Sum certain? Or, can it be ſuppoſed, that the Inhabitants, ſubjected to the Tax themſelves, would lay on a Sum to 
their own as well as the utter undoing of their innocent Neighbours? Whereas, on the other hand, if ſo much per Cent. was laid 
on, that might anſwer at preſent, and yet be inſufficient, ſuppoſing the Neceſſities of the Poor the ſame, and the Inhabitants of the 


Town abundantly able to ſupply them, but as many Houſes lying waſte, as would render the Quota, not exceeding ſo much per 


Cent. ſomewhat leſs than the neceſſary Demand; whence it ſeems to follow, that the Method propoſed bids. faireſt to anſwer the 
different Events; and, whatever a warm Fancy may ſuggeſt, can hardly ever be abuſed, while under the Direction of thoſe who 
are themſelves ſubjected to the Burden. | 

Laftly, The Alarm ſets forth, That a great Fracas is made in the Propoſals about naming Stent-Maſters, their making Propor- 
tions and Reports, Methods of comptrolling them, naming a Collector, which is called loading the Tax with a Place of 50 l. 
beſides the Charges which muſt attend the making a Valuation, which he treats as idle, as the Valuation is taken up for other Pur- 
poſes; and adds, that the College of Juſtice has the ſame Check on the "Town's Stent, with regard to their making up the Valu- 


ation by which the Annuity is levied ; and concludes, that this may afford Perquiſites to ſome Folks, and will encreaſe the Weight 


of the Tax; and that is all theſe Clauſes can ſerve for. But ſure the College of Juſtice has nothing to do with the Annuity ; from 
that they are exempted. The Valuation, it is true, is annually taken up, in order to aſcertain each Landlord's Quota of the Land- 
Tax payable to his Majeſty ; but if one Perſon was Proprietor of Twenty Houſes, I am informed his Valuation is in one Article, 
but each Poſſeſſion muſt be diſtinguiſhed where every Tenant or Occupier of a Houle is to pay ſeparately; and the Precautions with 
regard to the College of Juftice became abſolutely neceſſary, becauſe they were never formerly ſubjected as Poſſeſſors of Houſes 
(which many of them are without having Property in Town) to any Tax, either by way of Annuity or Poor's Money. The 
Stent-Maſters perform their Offiee gratis, and no doubt the ſame Perſons will take up the Valuation, both with regard to the In- 
tereſts of Landlords and Tenants ; ſo that there can never happen, as the Alarm ſuppoſes, two different and contradictory Valua- 
tions at one and the ſame time; and it is equally incongruous to ſuppoſe, that the ingrofling theſe neceſſary Clauſes were intended 
to afford a Perquiſite to ſome Folks ; but who theſe are, or what the Perquiſite can be, is left to the Author to explain. 
To call the Collector's Salary for himſelf, _— Books, &c. loading the Tax with a Place of 504 —— indeed a little odd: 
n Rate of tor? tate. equal to this ann |  abqut 904, a Year, altha' the ſam- 
22 be levied pernaps FE from 1 tew 2 but ths Far muſt be Kaen der er the Han C AE Jun > She. 
Thouſands ; ſo that the Gratification is nowiſe equal to the Trouble, and could not poſſibly be Perſon able t 
find the Caution required, was it not to be levied by a Perſon employed already in ſome ſuch Way. ; | | 
Thus far 


tter upon that Subject to his Friend, for all his Share of the Tax for the firſt Ten Years ; which is x pretty fair Conceſſion, that 
he himſelf does not conſider it as a very grievous Burden, altho* his Alarm hath conveyed a very different Idea to ſome Perſons, not 
of equal Capacity with that Gentleman, to judge in Matters of this Kind. a _ 

I am not ſenſible that any thing material has been overlooked, and do fairly admit that I know of no former Burden upon 
Houſes for the Maintenance of the Poor, except the 2 per Cent. mentioned by the Gentleman: But :s the preſent Tax is intended 
to be equal, and without Exemption of Magiſtrates, Stent-Maſters, Profeſſors of the Univerſity, Miniſters of the Goſpel; or 
others, it is but reaſonable, that all former Taxations on Houſes, for Maintenance of the Poor, ſhould ceaſe and determine, from 
the Commencement of this Act, if the Community ſhall be ſo happy as obtain it. And whatever may be the preſent Senti- 


procure the Approbation of many of the beſt and worthieſt of your fellow Citizens, but Poſterity wil bleſs the Memory of thoſe 
who firſt projected, or had a hand in carrying into Execution, ſo excellent a Project, in uſefully employing the numerous Poor of 


this Metropolis. I have the Honour to be, 


TY, 5 $ 7K 
Edinburgh, Feb. 11th, 1749. 8 


Yours, &c. 


I run over all the Objections, and cannot help obſerving, that the Author of the Alarm, after his dreadful Ap- ? 
rehenſions of its falling fo heavily upon the Inhabitants, concludes, that he would not have taken the Trouble of writing hi- 
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iy Dentleman in Edinburgh to a Friend 
: FE at London, 


With Nez ion to the 
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2 A ; U. 2 
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and certain Fund for Maintenance and Sup- 
{ Port of the Begging Poor, and Out-Pen- 
*Hioners of the City of Edinburgh, 
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| Prororats for Eſtabliſhing by Law, an equal 


